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Department of Curriculum & Instruction 

 

First Grade Social Studies  
 

Unit 1-4 Remembering Traditions 

Time Frame 11/30-1/22 

Big Ideas 
1. Customs and traditions are associated with patriotic national holidays.  
2. Cultural heritage is reflected in national customs and family traditions.  
3. Americans celebrate many patriotic and religious holidays.  

Essential 
Questions 

1. Why are patriotic holidays important to Americans?  
2. What are some common traditions that families practice?  
3. How is our community similar and different from other communities?  
4. is it important to use historical thinking skills?  

TEKS / Student Expectations Skills Concepts 

Spiraled Readiness 
1.3A distinguish among past, present, and future; 

distinguish among past, present, and future; 

Spiraled Readiness 
1.14E explain how patriotic customs and celebrations reflect American 
individualism and freedom 

explain how patriotic customs and celebrations reflect American individualism and freedom 

Spiraled Readiness 
1.15A describe and explain the importance of various beliefs, customs, 
language, and traditions of families and communities 

Describe 
explain 

the importance of various 
 beliefs 
 customs 
 language 
 traditions 

Readiness 
1.1A describe the origins of customs, holidays, and celebrations of the 
community, state, and nation such as San Jacinto Day, Independence Day, and 
Veterans Day 

describe the origins of customs, holidays, and celebrations of the community, state, and nation 
such 
as: 

 San Jacinto Day 
 Independence Day 
 Veterans Day 

Supporting 
1.1B compare the observance of holidays and celebrations, past and present. 

compare the observance of holidays and celebrations, past and present. 
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TEKS / Student Expectations Skills Concepts 

Supporting 
1.15B explain the way folktales and legends such as Aesop's fables reflect 
beliefs, customs, language, and traditions of communities. 

explain the way folktales and legends such as Aesop's fables reflect 
 beliefs 
 customs 
 language 
 traditions of communities 

Processing Skill 
1.17A obtain information about a topic using a variety of valid oral sources such 
as conversations, interviews, and music; 

obtain information about a topic using a variety of valid oral sources such as: 
 conversations 
 interviews 
 music 

Processing Skill 
1.17B obtain information about a topic using a variety of valid visual sources 
such as pictures, symbols, electronic media, maps, literature, and artifacts 

obtain information about a topic using a variety of valid visual sources such as: 
 pictures 
 symbols 
 electronic media 
 maps 
 literature 
 artifacts 

Processing Skill 
1.17C sequence and categorize information. 

Sequence 
categorize 

information 

Processing Skill 
1.18A express ideas orally based on knowledge and experiences 

express ideas orally based on knowledge and experiences 

Processing Skill 
1.18B create and interpret visual and written material. 

Create 
interpret 

visual and written material 

Processing Skill 
1.19A use a problem-solving process to identify a problem, gather information, 
list and consider options, consider advantages and disadvantages, choose and 
implement a solution, and evaluate the effectiveness of the solution 

use a problem-solving process to 
 identify a problem 
 gather information 
 list and consider options 
 consider advantages and disadvantages 
 choose and implement a solution 
 evaluate the effectiveness of the solution 

Processing Skill 
1.19B use a decision-making process to identify a situation that requires a 
decision, gather information, generate options, predict outcomes, take action to 
implement a decision, and reflect on the effectiveness of that decision. 

use a decision-making process to 
 identify a situation that requires a decision 
 gather information 
 generate options 
 predict outcomes 
 take action to implement a decision 
 reflect on the effectiveness of that decision 
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Tier I Instructional Strategies – Classroom Instruction for All Students 

        
 

           
 

https://swwiki.judsonisd.org/download/attachments/88671423/Veterans%20Day%20Celebration%20Packet.pdf?api=v2
https://swwiki.judsonisd.org/download/attachments/88671422/US%20Symbols%20Fact%20Sheets.pdf?api=v2
https://swwiki.judsonisd.org/download/attachments/88671423/First%20Thanksgiving%20Retelling%20Bracelets.pdf?api=v2
https://swwiki.judsonisd.org/download/attachments/88671423/Pilgrim%20and%20Native%20American%20Compare%20and%20Contrast.pdf?api=v2
https://swwiki.judsonisd.org/download/attachments/88671423/Pilgrim%20and%20Native%20American%20Compare%20and%20Contrast.pdf?api=v2
https://swwiki.judsonisd.org/download/attachments/88671425/Holiday%20Traditions%20Writing%20Drawing%20Practice.pdf?api=v2
https://swwiki.judsonisd.org/download/attachments/88671425/Christmas%20Around%20the%20World.docx?api=v2
https://swwiki.judsonisd.org/download/attachments/88671423/Christmas%20Around%20the%20World%20Brochure.pdf?api=v2
https://swwiki.judsonisd.org/download/attachments/88671423/United%20States%20Christmas%20Traditions%20Book.pdf?api=v2
https://swwiki.judsonisd.org/download/attachments/88671423/Comparing%20and%20Contrasting%20Winter%20Traditions.pdf?api=v2
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Critical Writing Prompts 

1. How does Thanksgiving/Christmas represent American culture and it’s traditions? 
2. Explain why people and Americans celebrate holidays. 
3. Compare and contrast American traditions with other parts of the world.  

Vocabulary 

Christopher Columbus  
Constitution  
Constitution Day  
Custom 
Freedom 
George Washington 
 Historical Figures  

Nation 
Patriotic  
Patriots  
President’s Day  
Sam Houston  
State  
Stephen F. Austin  
Veterans’ Day  

 

https://swwiki.judsonisd.org/download/attachments/88671423/New%20Year%20Traditions%20Booklet.pdf?api=v2
https://swwiki.judsonisd.org/download/attachments/88671423/New%20Year%E2%80%99s%20Around%20the%20World.pdf?api=v2
https://swwiki.judsonisd.org/download/attachments/88671423/George%20Washington%20Beginning%20Reader.pdf?api=v2
https://swwiki.judsonisd.org/download/attachments/88671423/President%E2%80%99s%20Day%20Crafting%20Fact%20Booklet.pdf?api=v2
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Independence Day  
Jose Antonio Navarro  
 

 

Sample STAAR or STAAR-Like Assessment Items  

*The following sample questions are one of many ways to assess the TEKS student expectation.  

A formal end of unit assessment is not required to be administered. 

Students should be able to discuss the following:  

1. American holidays- why they are celebrated and traditions/customs associated with those holidays  
2. Similarities and differences among people, places, and culture around the world  
3. Importance of customs and traditions in America  

Resources 

*The suggested resources are one of many ways to address the TEKS student expectation.  

Websites 
 Festivals and Traditions in the US 
 PBS: Holidays 
 Holidays in United States in 2019 

Videos 
 BrainPOP Jr. Learning About Winter Holidays with Annie and Moby 
 Our Favorite Christmas Songs for Kids | Super Simple Songs 
 The First Thanksgiving English Story For Kids || The Story Of Thanksgiving 
 Kids History: The First Thanksgiving | History 
 Veterans Day for Kids Cartoon! 

 The World's Family (An Embracing Culture Story) kid's /children's podcast 

 

 

https://www.internations.org/usa-expats/guide/29464-culture-shopping-recreation/festivals-and-traditions-in-the-us-16302
https://klrn.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/holidays/
https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/us/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cnkaFHt7IAM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=grhi8MLM1i8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Vc8sROo_OM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WumiRK06Yqw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pxVs4B9M9Ec
file:///F:/JISD%20Curriculum%202018/Kinder/The%20World's%20Family%20(An%20Embracing%20Culture%20Story)%20kid's%20/children's%20podcast

